
Week #3 – Learned Behavior 
• We’ve determined that biblically and scientifically, we are ESSENTIALLY THE SAME. 
• The differences in our human character and ability are not the results of genetics, but culture. 

II Corinthians 5:14 – 17 (MSG) Christ's love has moved me to such extremes. His love has the first and last 
word in everything we do. 15 He included everyone in his death so that everyone could also be included in 
his life, a resurrection life, a far better life than people ever lived on their own. 16 Because of this decision 
we don't evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We looked at the Messiah that way once and 
got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don't look at him that way anymore. 17 Now we look inside, and 
what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a 
new life burgeons! Look at it! 

• QUOTE:  Racism in the heart of a sinner is understandable and even expected.  But, racism in the 
heart of a follower of Christ must never be allowed to rest. 

• We are called SALT and LIGHT because God expects for us to show the world a better way. 

Judge One Another by the Present, Not the Past 
• Philippians 3:13 (GNT) – Of course, my friends, I really do not think that I have already won it; the 

one thing I do, however, is to FORGET what is behind me and DO MY BEST to reach what is ahead. 
• QUOTE (Dr. King):  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 

they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 
• That begins, one person at a time…one interaction at a time…one decision at a time. 
• Ephesians 2:14, 16 – 18 (MSG) The Messiah has made things up between us so that we're now 

together on this, both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to 
keep each other at a distance. 16 Christ brought us together through his death on the Cross. The 
Cross got us to embrace, and that was the end of the hostility. 17 Christ came and preached peace to 
you outsiders and peace to us insiders. 18 He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through 
him we both share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 

• Because Christ died for ALL (Jews, Gentiles, Blacks, Whites), he’s broken down the wall of division. 

Gravitate Toward Truth, not Racial Division 
I Corinthians 13:6 (NLT) – It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 

• TRANSLATE:  Love doesn’t choose a racial side.  It chooses a righteous side. 
• Wrong is wrong and right is right, REGARDLESS of the racial dynamic. 
• QUOTE (Dr. King):  In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of 

our friends. 

Remember, There’s Only ONE BODY…ONE FAMILY 
I Corinthians 12:13 (NLT) – Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. 
But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 

I Corinthians 12:20 (MSG) – What we have is one body with many parts, each its proper size and in its 
proper place. No part is important on its own. 



I Corinthians 12:25 (MSG) – The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives 
together as a church: every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don't, 

I Corinthians 10:15 – 17 (MSG) I assume I'm addressing believers now who are mature. Draw your own 
conclusions: 16 When we drink the cup of blessing, aren't we taking into ourselves the blood, the very life, of 
Christ? And isn't it the same with the loaf of bread we break and eat? Don't we take into ourselves the body, 
the very life, of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, our many-ness becomes one-ness - Christ doesn't 
become fragmented in us. Rather, we become unified in him. We don't reduce Christ to what we are; he 
raises us to what he is.” 

• When we celebrate Communion together, we're celebrating fellowship  
• Gr. Koinonia – partnership, or joint participation in which we share in hardships and victories 

together.  
• We're sharing in, participating in, and joining together, not only in the memory of Jesus' death for us, 

but in the reality of his life among us, his life in the Spirit. Communion, from a biblical perspective, is 
a reminder that we have participation together with other believers in the hardships & victories of 
this Blood-bought life. 


